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Riche Reverend Father in 60 D, 135 
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N athanael Lord Crewe, 


Lord Biſhop of Durham, | 
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Great was the mplaint that was firs 5 
meer made bothof Biſhops aud eoples = : | 
. e and Neglect 0 of this Inſtitution : But, 

Ss <6 bankd,there is not that Ground . 

= for any fuch — are in 5 5 yr, 1 


bY 


1! RD performed by 1 2 


| Church, than was ; known in Ne u 
and the People in theſe Parts, (and I el | 
- every where elſe in the Cngdom ) ſeem 
to be ſo ſenſible of its Importance, that they” | 
are not ſo much to be.blam'd for. neglectin T 

it, as for not coming 10 it Dich Prepard,. 
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wages as well as. larger” one, and pend 
. " ſeveral Days in orming. this Office. 


bad of the þ> bag t- | 
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Regard We have for Jour nb, and 

moſi Obliging Aﬀability and Condeſcenſo. 
I. ſbews true r Le 1 _ that” We 
way on > 


£ 


= 


{ 
? 
' 
I 
i 
s 


” 


— 


— 


r 


% 
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ence here, is oat yet 


e done the 1 


ey ſont unto them Peter and 
n they were come down, 


' frayed for them that they might receive the 
n laid they their han 
rece _ t 


Feruſalem, ; 
4 A- T ver. 2. 
es; who ſeem to be fix d there, and mira- 14 


* Fe 


| Mis, ut veluti late fais ſemi--. and Goſpel ; for + this di 
| mn Sree el. . A more Scl rears to Spre; * 
W | N 45 12 pagate the Goſpel much ſooner and finer 55 
I.. Greg. Nyſlen de than if the Church had been conſin d with- 
| 9 nin the Precincts of Jeraſalen. 
IF N Among the reſt of the Diſciples that fled from fd. 
1 9 2 4 1 ſalew, Philip the (40 Deacon was one, who is alſo calld 
J % Cx an (b) Evangeliſt > 3 who came to Semarie, and there 
Presa with ration of the Spirit aud of 
. e. &. v. 3. oo Cc) that what by Sermons he Preach'd, and 
the Miracles he wrought, Simon and bis Follow- 
ers become his Corverts immediately, and are Baptiz d, 
notwichſſanding that -all of them from the leaſt to the 
| Cary bad been a long tine bewitch dn with the Sorceries 
Inchantments' of that- Poſtilent Diceivers the Ru- 
ron: this quickly reach'd Jernſe/ear, which was but 
| _ Des Journey from Samaria, ard as ſoon as the A- 
es heard that Samaria had received the Word of 
„ .. 
receiving the Holy Gheſt; Tr ondeifiand. not only 
«3 Plentiful 1 EfaGon: of thoſe: Supernatural and Mira- 
eulous Gifts of God's Holy Spirit, which attended the. - 
Infancy of the Church, and which were not Pecukar 
do the Miniſters of the Goſpel, but were in a-manner 
OA. 2 35 2b, 39. 10: common to all Relievers at that (a) time; 
LE 19.671 „ 4 To but alſo a more Plentiful Commutiicath 
+ (b) of the Inward, Saving and San 
1 — Graces and Fruits of that ſame 
i Thoſe of e, e had wee ber 
ving Graces in ſoae re upon their 
Converted and Baptiz'd by the Miniſtry of Philip - Bat 
it ſeems they were to 3 in a Greater Mes 
Fare, as well as to be pe e 
Gifts and Mireculans i ww the * 8 wich 


Kune erat Divinedi elbe 1 ak es”? of: bis C 7 tu 3 by : . 15 : 1 
0 1 4 2 8 33 * = 
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ee * es, to go 10 
from a to. 1 lay their hands upon 
thoſe Converts that Phil had Baniz'ds = Hick dart, © 5 
and to pray bor fads farther Affiſtances of God's Holy 
Spirit, as well the Ordinary Saving-Graces, as 1 
Extraordinary Gifts as were neceſſary and expedient for r 
them in their circumſtances, For yy * 8 St. Anſthn Had. 6, in * 
ſpeaks) © Whatis more manifeſt than that the Holy p 5,5 Joban 
_ * Hit acts and abides in us where Love and Charity is z4r.ar.u651. WM 
to be found? According to that of St. Pa, (a) The () Rom. 3. . 
* Love of God is ſhed abroad in our Hearts, by the ö 
* Holy Ghoſt which is - unto us. 80 tha” here 
we have an early Inſtance e baer in the 
de W pe. 1. 


But leſt T 3 3 
preſent 8 Occaſion, I will give you 7 K Hegg | 
Cypriax's Judgment of this Matter, who s the Pra- ar G 
Aloe of Confirmation upon this very Example, The 1% 
aithful in Sarraria, ſays he, had been Baptiz'd before 2 
$ « by Philip the Deacon, but ſtill there was ſomething 
wanting which was to be ſupply d by Peter and Jobs, 
« -by whoſe Prayer and — * of Hands the Holy 
+ Ghoſt was to be Invocated and pour d forth ; Nod uc 
que cad moe geritur, &c. Which Cuſtom, ſays he, is 
* now obſerv'd among us, when they who are alrea- 
5 | are brooghe 10 the Prelates of the Church, 
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calld. + And tho the Miraculous Gifts of ( God' TM 


mon "IT ing — of the qty for thoſe on 
whom they laid their Hands, ſo we have reafon to he- 
lieve, that aur- Biſhops (who. are the Apoftles Suc- 


ceſſors) have now the like Power and Priviledge to 
derive to us the ordinary Graces of God's Spirit, in 


the ſame way that the Apoſtles er a won e. 
traordinary Operations. 


For if we reject Impoſition of: Hands i in 


How, becauſe the like Viſible and Miraculous Effects 


do not now attend it as formerly, we may with as 


much reaſon reject Impoſition of Hands in Ordinati- - 
on, and even Baptiſm it ſelf, becauſe ſpeaking with 


Tongues, and other Miraculous Operations, do not 


now accompany thoſe Offices as theyy did in the A- 


poſtolical Age of the Church. Nay; we may with the 


ſame Parity of Reaſon reje&t Prayer and Preaching, 


becanſe ſuch Wonderful Giſts are not now conferr d 
as they formerly were under the Apoſtles Doctrine, 


”'s De Bapriſno and by their Prayer. St. Auſtin *-in' mere Places than 


one ſeems. fully to have ſatisfy'd any reaſonable Man 
in this partieular. The Spirit, ſays he, which is now 
given by the Impoſition of Hands, is not atteſted nay | 
f W and Senſible Miracles as heretofore 85 
For who now expects that they on whom Hands are 
laid ſhou'd ſpeak with Tongues? But yet inviſibly 
and ſecretly the Love of God is inſpir d into their 
Hearts by the bond of Peace bis, ſays he, 
is the Holy Ghoſt, which in the Catholick Church 
is faid to be given by the Impoſition of Hands. 
To . we. may add * the: ſame TRE lays 
is B 


ther *p ace, * That as the Apoſte rens ve 1 de 4 
yd that the Holy Ghoſt might come uponthoſe on Trinicl. 15. . 


* "*phon they laid their Hands, ſo the ſame Cuſtom 186. * | 


tion upon the Words of my Texkt. E. 


is ſtill * d and continued among the Gover- 
*nors of our Church. 1 might alſo add the Judg- .i 
ment of the Learned and Judicious * Mr. | Polit. 1. 3. S. Gs. 
Hooker, of T Dr. Hammond, || Biſhop Pearſor, b. in Text. 
and of a different perſuaſion, * Mr. Baxter, ir 
who all ground the Practice of Confirma- 


- Having therefore ſo good Authority, 25. 4+ 
both Antient and Modern, for interpreting the Text rolf 
Confirmation, I ſhall from Uence, is - 
Firſt, Endeavour to Prove, that Confirmation (which 
our Church retains and requires of its Members) is 
of Primitive and Apoſtolical Uſe. When Philip had 
Baptiz d thoſe of Samaria, Peter and Jahn are ſent to 
Confirm them, by laying their Hands upon them, and * ” 
Praying for them. 
' Secondly. I ſhall conſider the Perſons-tobe Confirm d. 

and their Qualifications , they muſt be * d firſt 
and alſo underſtand what it is they .Vow'd and En- 
gag d at their Baptiſm ; for thoſe of f Camerle who were 
Confirm d by the Apoſties were firſt Converted and Taps. 6 
tiz'd by Philip's Miniſtry. . 
__ Thirdly, I ſhall conſider who are the proper Mi- | 

niſters of Confirmation, only the Apoſtles and their 
Succeſſors the Biſhops. .. Philip that Baptiz d wou d not 
take upon him to Confirm, but Peter and John were 
D for this purpoſe. . - "i 

Fourthly, I will lay beſore.you the happy Effects of | 
Confirmation. When the Apoſtles laid their Hands 
vpon- thoſe of Samaria whom Philip 1 
"ny but OY AS ak _ 
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| And in the un place tee you the fo 
Primitive and Apoſtolical Practice, from the con rs 
. deration of thoſe muſctuefs which we may very juſtly 
ta the contemptuous neglect of it. 
- Firſt, I ſay, the Practice of 3 
1 Church retains and requires, is Primitive and Apo- 

ſtolical. If our Church had made Confirmation a 88. 
'* Gratian crament, or had given it the * Preference of Baptiſm, 
2 or had loaded it with Superſtitious and Ridiculous 


Wy 5c. $4 ic, Cercmonies (as the + Church of Rowe has done) we 
| | ont! 


cou'd never have Juſtify d our: Practice by any Apo- 
ſtolical Precedent. But our Church diſowns it to be 
* a || Sacrament; and for the Ceremonies of it, 9 — 
” tains no other but that Original and moſt Significant 
done, of laying one of Hands, to diſtinguiſh the Per- 
* In one of [Ons to whom the Benedidtion is given ; or (as * our 


Roman * Ls 


the Collefts in — it) to Certify them by this fin of God's 
20.30 Sag s tewards them. And can 


N a 122 Precedent for this than that in. my 
| Tem? Or could it be more exactly follow'd than our 
Church has done in Her Office for Confirmation? 
Neither is this the only Precedent, but there 1s alſo 
that of St. Paul, who is "kuppo'd to have Confirm'd 
„ ee at Epheſus (a) where he is ſaid to haue leid 


„„ Bis Hande on thoſe whom he had Bærtix d in the Nane 


N Joſw. a 
And as we ſind this iu have ben fu Pal's Practice | 


b | Ce __ 4.5 it down rien, the very firſt Princi- 
18 ounsations © 
1 laying on of Hands, 3 2 it wich Faith and 


under the Name of 


72 the Dead, and ok 
er Hendl s, that Oonfir- 5 
y the — 5 
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2 with Beptier, 
wal Life. By which long 
mation is meant, we rk. 


| (ae) 8. Tate Gr, Tai m 


== &* e Modern Witem who G2: 
min other Matters differ from us, particularly, 
de eee e dene; 
Judgment herein is the more to be valu d, 
they being no great Friends either to the e 
Sovernment or Diſcipline of our Church. thotie;-Orchodox. Trat. 23. 
Mr. Cabin s Note upon the Place is this, Q þ. er of Con | 
© That St. Paul joins layingon.f Hands with , og Bits 
* Baptiſm ;; becauſeasthere were ewo ſorts of | ONE 5 
© Cacechumens, ſo there were two ſorts of Admiſſion, for 
*thoſe that were Strangers and come to Years were Firſt 
*to give an Account of their Faith before they were 
Baptiz d z whereas thoſe who were of the 
Faithful, *( becauſe adopted from be Wok, and by 
Right of Promiſe belonging to the Church) they were 
„Bard whbes they were Infants 5 and when their In- 
* fancy was paſt, and they were Inſtrufted in the Prin - 
* ciples of their Religion, they offered themſelves to - 
be Catechis'd, and were admitted by another Symbol, 
* Sc. that of laying on of Hands: Which Gngle paſ- 
ſage of the Apo le, ſays he, is abundant Demon- - 
ſtration, that this Ceremony was of Apoſtolical Ori- 
_ which tho it afterward Degenerated into Su- 
Rs ition, as other excellent Inſtitutions did, yet, 
he, let us retain the pure Inſtitution, and or- 
$ ret the Additional Superſtition. _ 
8 And this is a e with what he had before de. ; 
lver d in his * ons, who having ſaid many things _ L. cay. -. 
mi commendation of this Practice, he concludes in 1 . 
theſe words. 1 highly approve ſuch an Empoſition f 
Hands which is uſed as a Blefling, and I would to 
od it were reſtor d to its Pure Uſe, and that this An- 
| "EEG WE 8 Wache 
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ce 1 


*<of Hands Buy ard r 115 Þ od. 


«Firſt, In Examining thoſe who had been Baptiz d, what <p 60 
progreſs they had made in the Doctrine of Chriſtia- 5 ' 
**nity. Secondly, In: praying for them that God wou d 


continue them in the Faith, -and give them more 
Grace, Strengthening them by his holy Spirit. Now 


P when the Chief Paſtor or Paſtors of the Church 


pray d for them, they laid their Hands upon them; 

< whence the Apoſtolical Conſtitution was call d the 
 Haying on of Hands; ſo St. Auſtin I. de fid. &. Operib. 
e. 11. and ſo moſt * the Fathers with one conſent. | 
Twou d be too tedious to produce all the Concur- 


rent Teſtimonies of | Antiquity relating to this Matter. 


The mentioning St. Hierom will ſuperſede the quo- 


wt "Tor. * ting any more 5 who in f his Dialogue againſt the Lu- 
Wh 5.5 1524 ciferians thus Expoſtulates. the Caſe. *Doſt thou not 


know it to be the. Cuſtom of the Church to 
lay Hands upon thoſe that are Baptiz d, and to beg 


God's Spirit to deſcend on them? If thou ask me 


where tis written? I Anſwer in the Acts of the Apo- 


* {tles. But, fays he, If the whole Scripture. were Silent 
in this Matter, the Cuſtom of the whole World in this 


particular wou d obtain the Force of a Command, this 


with many other Matters being deliver d down by Tra- 


poſtulates this in the Perſon of a Laciferiar, yet in 
the Perſon of the Orthedox he owns all that the other 


dition to 0 Church. And tho tis true, that Father Ex- 


had ſaid. I deny not, ſays he, that tis the Cuſtom 


** of the Church that the Biſhop ſhou'd go abraad and 


< Impoſe his Hands, praying tor the Gift of the Holy 
£ Ghoſt upon thoſe whom: Prieſts and Deacons had 


already n in Remote . and n, . 


Towns. 


* 


— * * * 
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this bath been a Solemn,  Antient and 
Laa. le Cuſtom in the Church of Gad, con- 
2 e "tiny wy 1 from the Apoftles times, ' Inſolentifli- 
_-m# ergo Inſaniæ eſt exiſtimare non recte 
. _ quod ab e Eccleſia fit. Ang. Ep. 

. $6. 


ot conſider the Perſons to be Confirm d and their 


Qualifications. They muſt be Bap:iz d firſt, 


\ From all which we ante by onde 


"Pris we now in ths Cad Place to- 


85 F PS OY ; 
, <4 7 
- . po 
— 
; 9 - 
* 
. ; 


4 Can. 60. Purrorum Ca- 
techetica Educatio, Eorum- 
que poſt Bapriſmum Be- 


nedictio cum 1 — = 
- Manuum non Solum ab Ex- 4 


etiam ab ipſis A 
probata & 1 — 


Irenic, 1. I. c. 7. S. 3. E. 43. 


Id. in Inſtruct. Hiſt. Theo- 


log. J. 9. c. 4. 8. 


and alſo underſtand what it is they vow'd and en- 
gag d at their Baptiſm ; for ſo did thoſe of Samaria 


whom the Apoſtles came to Confirm, v 


Ge. of 


v. 5. 
this Chapter. They had heard Philip Preach Chriſt 
among them, and were Converted and Baptiz d by his 
Miniſtry, and when the Apoſtles (who are at Jeru- 
alem) heard that they had Believ'd and were Bap- 
tix d, they then, and not before, ſent Peter and Joke 
to confirm theſe new Converts. . - 
Firſt, Baptiſm (as I _ „ muſt precede Confirms 
tion; for you are not ey Confirmation wade Chri- 
| ſtians, but you are ſetled and ſtabliſh'd in that Faith 
into which you were Baptiz'd in am. Minority. Con- 
firmation happily completes and finiſhes that in you 
which Baptiſm had begun. In your Baptiſm you were 
Initiated into the Chriſtian Religion; in your Conkir- 


mation you are of Babes in Chriſtianity become Per- 


Church; u 


Jeck Men, and are admitted to Higher Privileges, and more 
Her fed Communion with * Members of Chriſt's . 


Perfection by 


which Account it was - uſual ly call d. Concit. Elz. 
the Antients. Berin. oi 4 


_ Secondly . are not to be Confim d as ſoon as & 3 * g 


1 


you arc Baptir'd 3 in your Infancy, but the Church of nid. , 
IN you time and leiſure to underſtand that de — 


1.3. 
ih ; ES: Fink 


Faith into vouwhichhave been Baptit: d, 

the effect of ſome Years,and of ſome Diſcretion Tou | 
be able to give ſome tolerable Account of your im- Wh. * 
provements in that Profeſſion which was made for 3 you "4 
in your Minority, and ſhout be Inſtructed in i 
| Myſteries, Principles and Duties of your Religion: 


"we 


f. Fer * tho the Church lends Infants at their B aptiſm the 


— Feet of others to Come, the Heart of others to Belle, and 
Tom. 10. P the Tongue of others to. male Confeſſion of their Fanh, - 


yet you muſt remember, that the Clark: accepted 
theſe Sureties and Gimrdians for you, only during your 


Minority, when you were able to believe and &% no- 


thing of your felves. But mow, when you come to 


Tears of Capacity to underſtand what they promis d 


\ 


for you at your Baptifin, ſhe will not be any longer 
contented with your vicarious Faith and bali: 

but ſhe expects that you will take that folemn charge 
and engagementupon your'ſelves, making it your own 
perſonal Act and Deed by rene wing that Sacred Bond 


in your own Name. She expects that you ſhou'd: | 


give the World Public Satisfaction that you are not 
Chriſtians out of Neceſſity, when you were made ſo 
8 your Baptiſm, and cou d not hinder it: But yo ſhow'd 
Demonſtrate to the World that you eee out 
= Principle” and Choice, and that "are really 
eonvincd in your Conſcience and Jud ment that you: 
Jour ſelves are Bound to believe and do what your Sure- 
ties once promis d for you. In a word, *Ratifying, 
Confirming and Renewing that fokemn Promiſe and 
Vo whic they made-for you? in 'your Bap im. 
F ydurs is to en Hof Aha gge ou 
hr to be when you come Eb See 
25 our — Ie aaa = 

t er 


11 


ar — 
4s Children y were e Confirm d at 2 „„ 


6 e + — in Eglaud Parents were oblig d Hand 2.565 
their Children t Confirmation at 1, 2 and 1 Les + 


FJ Tears of Age, Which made the Inſtitution Uſeleſs 8 


and Ridiculous. "Bat 10 F tells us, e nom in the By. ; 
Latine Churches C 4 


Fim. 

15 The Cann pr requires that _ ths 4 45 of * Decrer,Pr. 
Perfe# Age, which is interpreted by the Antient Gloſs 3 3 I. 
to be 12 Years old. Celuin wou d have this Office per- C. lp. 6. = 
form'd at 10 Years of Age; || the Tren Catechiſm be- | Fare 2. c. 
tween 7 and 123'* Lyndwoad between 7 and 14. And & 5 
King Charles I. was confirm d in the 13th Year — his Provincial. 
Age. By which you may ſee how ſeveral Churches have 3 
varied i in this Matter. Ad verb. Pers. 
But Our Church has been ſo prudent to Deter- 5 
mine nothing as to the Point of Age, there be- 

ing no Neceſſity nor Occaſion for any ſuch Nice 

and Critical Determination. Tis plain ſhe Reſpects 
more the Capacity and Underſtanding, than the Age 

of thoſe that are to be Confirm d. "Aﬀ that ſne ſpeaks 
concerning Age is, that they muſt Arrive to a Com- 
poetent Age, and Years of Diſcretion; by which I do not 
apprehend, that ſhe Points at any preciſe Term of 
Years: But that they muſt be of ſuch an Age and 
Capacity as to underſtand the Principles of their Re- 
ligion, and the Articles of their Faith, and give ſome 

- tolerable. Account of the Hope that is in them; or 

(as ſhe e her ſelf) that being come to Tears of 


Diſcretion, and d having] learnt what their Godfathersand 
„ God- 


— 


1 
WE - a» ay; 


t +. feft Strangers to. How ought we to ſtand amaz 
_ 


| Godmothers promis d for th © may 
themſelves, with their own mouth and conſent, openly 
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alſo Promiſe that by the Grace of God, they will ever- 
more endeavour themſelves faithfully to obſerve ſuch 
things as they by their own Confeſſion have Aſſen- 
ted maſs. © 55 „ 
And why Indeed is any Perſon's Age to be made 

a Standard of his Religion and Underſtanding? Some 
Children there are of ſuch Pregnant Parts and Capa- 
Cities, that at Nine or Ten Years of Age, they ſhall 
give, a more Manly and Rational Account of their 
Faith than ſome others at Fifty : And the former de- 
ſerve to be Admitted to Confirmation, when the lat- 

ter ſhou d be Rejected till they underſtand better. 

:  Afﬀeer all, there can be no other Rule fix'd but this, 


that none of what Age foever ought to be Admitted 
to this Ordinance, 5 


— 


he underſtand the Nature and Obligation of his Baptiſmal 
Vom. And as ſoon as he can do this, (how young ſoe- 
ver he be) the ſooner he is preſented to Confirma- 
tion the better; it being no {mall Comfort, Credit, 
and Encouragement to the Child, to his Parents, and 
Sureties ; nay, it being no {mall Honour and Orna- 
ment as to Religion in General, ſo to Our Church in 
Particular, to have praiſe perfected in the Months 
of ſuch Children, and that thoſe Myſteries ſhon'd ſtoop 
to be underſtood by them which older men are 


1 
at 
t. 11. this, and with our bleſſed Saviour (a) to ſay, We thaul 
25.  #hee, O Father, Lord of Heaven and Earth, becauſe thou 
heft hid _ things from the Wiſe and Prudent, and 
baſt reveal'd them unto Babes? If ſuch had come be- 
- fore Him, I dare ſay, He word have readily taken 


them 


* 


before the Church, Ratifie and Confirm the ſame, and e 


efore he be Baptix d, and before 


on nfirmation. 


up in his Kea have put his Hands upon then, 


forbid them not, but encourage them to come to Him, 
or to the Governors of his Church, to be Confirm tl 
them, for of ſuch is the Kingdom of God. Do 


* FP D "2A" a * * 9 K 8 * 8 : N © 
* * WAS | * N un, " * 1 ** ST * * * 5 * 
R G . 8 * 

* TY — 
* * 1 
1 * „ 
r & 
. * = 
* 
"2 
— 4 % 
— 
* 
1 L 
7 
* 
4 
* 
» 


n. 2 9 
0 ; G 
— — 
> , 3 
E 
L * ? 
* 
1 


2 e d them. O ſuffer ſuch little Children, and 


not ſuch Children, think you, deſerve a Bleſſing upon - | 


ſo early and promiſing beginnings > And what more 


| ſuitable than that they ſhon'd have the Bleſſing '- 


the Biſhop, and the Prayers of God's Miniſters, and 
the whole Congregation, that God wou d Perfect that 
| good Work which he had ſo early begun in them? 


Certain it is you can never engage your ſelves too ſoon 


in God's Service: and as ſoon as ever you underſtand 


your Duty, he expects your Actual Profeſſion and Practice. 


What Everlaſting Blemiſhand Reproach wou d it be to 


Rational Creatures, if they can underſtand every thing 
elſe but their Duty towards God, or if they make it 
their buſineſs to underſtand every thing elſe ſooner than 


what is of Everlaſting Moment and Concern >: Doubt - 
leſs the Firſt of our Years are the fitteſt to be Conſe- 
| erated to God Almighty's Service: And the ſooner 


we offer theſe firſt Fruits, the more Acceptable always. 
The offering theſe in due time, will, I hope, 


| if the firſt fruits be bob, the lump- alſo i l.. 
| 8 To which let me add, that as youtk is the pro- 


pereſt ſeaſon for this Ordinance upon the Score of 
Capacity to underſtand our Duty, ſo alſo is it a ſtate 
of Life attended with violent Temptations, except very 
_ early fortify' d with ſtrong and vigorous Reſolutions, 
and with the. earlieſt prepoſſeſſions of Virtue. © And 


< therefore highly Expedient it is that Confirmation 
* ſhou'd be miniſtred to Children, as ſoon as they come 
*to that Age, that partly dye _ of their own 


* Fields. | 


Conſe- 
crate the Remainder of our Lives to bis Honour ʒ Fer - 


55 Fleſh, partly each the eee of the World ana >, - <4 
Devil, they begin to be in danger to fall into d ” © 
vers Temptations. wit _ ""W 
Look amongall Religions, and you 1 find ſome pubs. 
= lic and open Profeſſions from their Votaries in their 
a | * 1.2. com. younger years. * Joſephs tells us, that every one of 
r. the Jeg, Nation learnt the Laws and Rules of his 
_ Religion as ſoon as he came to the uſe of his Rea- 
ſon; by which means they were ſo imprinted in their 
Minds, that every one being demanded concerning his 
Religion, conld anſwer as readily as he could tell his 
1 Synagog. Own Name. || Buxtorf is more particular, who ſays, 
44. . 7. that when the Child came to be Thirteen Years Old, 
and had learnt the Law, and the Miſchna, and his 
us | Prayers, he was preſented by his Father before a 
i= Holy: Aſſembly, and from thenceforth ſolemnly took 
upon himſelf the obſervation of the Law, and to an- 
1 fret for his own Sins; all which was concluded with y 
—_ Prayer for his increaſe in good works. 
nl = _ Nay, look we among the Heathens themſelves, and a 
we ſhall find that the very light of Nature taught 
= them to make fame publick profeſſion of their Reli- 
. Er gion, us ſoon as they were able to underſtand it. * Thus 
ss. «peg when the Perſan youth came to Mens Eſtate, —_— 
C | took a Solemn a. to deſpiſe all filthy lucre,- bodily | 
C | 1 onin gloryſto be emulous of virtue, to worſhip God, 
= and hononr their Parents; to fpeaktruth ; and do good; and 
1% neither wittingh nor willingh to violate anyof theſe things. 
+ Jul. Poll + The like is recorded of the Athenians, that when 
it. L s. the Young Men were inrolled, they folemnly ſwore, 
A * among other things, to obſerve the Perpetual Solen --- 
18 - nities: and receiv d Mons of their Country, o defend end bg 
= | reverence: the Religion in which they were lorn. 
3 | Now if Jewrand * themſelves „ 
18 


| 
1 


— ne 
IS. 


| 4 Jo in particular for this great bleſſing b , upon 7 en 


to make Public Profef on of their Reſpective k. 
ide WI they not riſe up againſt Chriſtians and 4 
* condemn them, if they neglect to make open Profeſſion of 
ſo Pure and — a Religion as theirs is? The more 
Pure and Excellent Our Religion is, the more oblig'd 5 
are we to make Public — © of it. Let us ſne ß, 
the World that we are not aſnam d to Profeſs the Mark 8.33 
* Goſpel of Chriſt, left the Son of Man be aſbam d of us F 
one r r e 
the Holy Angels. '' \ 

2 this Apoſtolical Ordinance may be now un- 
dervalued by ſome, tis well — that Perſons not 
only of the profoundeſtLearning and Judgment, and 
of the moſt Sublimate Piety ; but of the higheſt Rank 
alſo and Dignity, have expreſs d a profound reverence 
and veneration for it. I leave it to you to conſult mw 
your leiſure how ſolemnly the Pious and Learned Dr. 
Hammond ſpeaks of it, both in his View of the New Di- 
recłorj, Set. 4.1. and in his Trait which he wrote ex pro- 
Feſſo concerning it. But there is another, and no leſs emi- 
nent inſtance, which I cannot well forbear mentioning 

in this place, "becauſe it is ofa Perſon who had ſo im- 
mediate a relation to it; I mean the Reverend and 
Learned Dr. Jackson (one of my worthy Predeceſſors) 
who has tranſmitted in his Writings the warm Senſe 
which he retained of his on Conſirmation in his 
youth. He did not, it ſeems, look upon it as an in- 
different or needleſs Conſtitution, D <f thus he deli - 1 2 4 
vers his own Sentiments of it in an exalted” ſtrain of 2: Y 
Picty :* Thhall every day blefs ny herd Got,as for all other 2 22 wel 


that [was in atonvenient Age, in 4 bappy Tame: and Place, coi = 1 
. preſented by my Sureties in Bepti ſin to ratifie the Vow which © 
lien wade yu ne, and to receive \ ids Deindidion . I 


+ ow 
* 


Catechiſm 


a) Caſſand. ut ſi Sed 
gde —.— diſ- 


. Bellarmiman l. 2. de 
Confirmat. c. 12. Anton. Au. 
7 in Epit. Juriſ. Pontif. 
ih 5 


# — part. 2, ch. 6. 


Biſhop of the Diveeſe, betne f 
by the Curate of the Pariſh. 2 r 
If this had been an indifferent and uſcleſs Ordi- 
nance, ſo Learned and Pious a Man would not have 7, 
ſpoken of it with ſo much ſolemnity. But 3 
how much leſs would ſo Great a Man, as that Prince 
of ever Bleſſed Memory, King Charles the Firſt, have 
eſteemed it ſo highly, as to ſubmit himſelf to it. He 
did not think that his Princely Dignity exempted him 
from this Duty, but was Publicly Confirmed at Thirteen 
Tears of Age, and that too aſter a ſtrict and — Era. 
+ Which was mination. 1 


rtyr 
h, If this bad . an ls ond 2 
1 5 itution, we cannot imagine that Peter and John, 
Wl | the Chief of the Apoſtles, would have taken a Jour- 
ney from Jeruſalem to Samaria to perform it. They © 
were ſent therefore to do That which Philip was not 
allowed to do; becauſe this Office of Confirmation, 
Was as it were a Royalty reſerved wy wht brings 
to the Apoſtles, and their Succeſſors : 2 5 
me to my . 


Wi ＋ vide Eſtium in lib. 
7M t. Diſt. 7. Sect. 20. 


. 60 lib. 23. Tit.. 
7 of Church Go- - 
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ich brings 


Third Send: to Corfides who are the 
proper Miniſters of Confirmation, (a) only 
the Apoſtles, and the Biſhops their Succel- 
ſors. For Philip, tho he was an Evangeliſt, 


and perhaps one of the Seventy Diſciples ; 


tho he was full of the Holy Ghoſt, Act. 6.3. and 
a Worker of Miracles, yet he does not pre- 


ſume to impoſe his Hands upon thoſe 
of Samaria, who had been Converted and 
ret by his * Bae + two. Apoſtles are diſ- 


patched | 


his 100 ** 21 
s and their | Be. 9: 0 


' 


RE ted to any eds th ty — Succellars, 
155 [ons n ah Min rs.of 104 =, hs | 
1e Biſhops Whom St. e) St -.C4) Ur ſupra. 
_  guſtin eall d Præpoſti. And. nde. if we. conſult Pri- n 
mitive and Uncorrupt Antiquity, we toll find this Sa- 
cred and Solemn Office perform d non niſi per manus E- 
 Piſcops,. DY - the Hands of — 5 but the Biſhop, (as SE 
St. Hieram Teſtifies ) out of Honour and Regard: to (.) ur ſupra. 
the Order, becauſe the ſafety of the Church depends upon the 
_ dignity: of her. chief Officers, to whom if ome Meckel Pre. 
rogatives were not reſerv d, there would be in the Church 
45 many Schiſms 4s Prieſts. TY 
"Tis: not to be deny'd. 8 that later Ages have 
1 d ſome inſtances.« of Presbyters Confirming in the 
Biſhop's abſence, ,or. by his Delegation; but in all Pri- 
witive Antiquity ſo. little of Canon or Example is to 
be met with, that in the Conference at Hampton Court, Bi- 
ſhop. Bilſon challenged . Dr. Raizolds. with all his 
Learning, wherever he had read that Confirmation was 
dilpenced in Antient times by any other than Biſhops? 
But fourthly, conſider we the Effet; of Confirmation. Iv. 
When the Apoſtles laid their Hands upon thoſe. of G0 
Kunde, they received the Holy: Ghoſt, i. e. they were 
made Partakers of God's ONT in a greater Mea- 
ſure than was formerly 508 
the Viſible, Miraculous and Extraordinary Effects of the 
E that Once attended this Ordinance in the Primi- 
rch, WI none are fo, van, to expect will 
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ſonable to believe me ſtill continues to communicate = 
the ordinary Operation by the ſame Miniſtry of Ptay- - 
ER. « er and Impoſition of Hands upon Perſons tightly re- 
_ _ „ Pad, as at firſt he derived the extraordinary — 
_ Tr For tho there ia great 97 in the Gifts and = 
_ NES n ye Jet it ĩs {Hl the ſame. Spirit: So that 
@ n . rata eas on this occaſion) "#ho!'ſpeak- | 
1 Ex. Job. ing with Tongue: am wor hing of Miracles 82 — not \the 
: Bib of Hands, as formerly. they did that of 
phe Apoftles, Jet any. = may know” Shelley he has re- 
N - cerv > the Spirit of ol. by : examining li. amm Heart, 
weiber be lover 15 Brother, und the, Bos and. Ori of 
=_ mp | "the Church. by Ld beds | 
= "Tis evident chat ur Ch Ie 


ende ande by" b 
5 17 the Hoh Ghoſt, the ordinary Saving Graces ht Aſſi- 
+ ' ſtances, as well as the Miraculous Gifts and Emanations 
of the Holy Spirit, ſinoe ſhe ſtill retains this Form in 

her Office Of Ordiration, receive ye the Holy by Ghoſt. By 
which we do not pretend to receive a Gift of Miracles, 

and ſpeaking with Tongnes but Authority'to Officiate, 
and Diſpence thoſe Sacred Miniſtrations, unto which the 
Promiſe of the Holy Spirit is annex'd;- or more fully 
thus, that we receive Power and Authority to Preach the © 

Word, and. Adminiſter th-He oly. Facraments,” by and 

„ through which the Graces of gods Holy Spirit, Fairh, Re- 

pentance, and Forgiveneſs of Sins, are ordinarily wrought 


= E confirm d to the orthy Hearers and Partakers of : | 
= 2 55 them. (a4) And ſo alte the form us d 5 the Ch by 
_— appears by Dr. f thiopic Church in! her Office ot Con E tion, is, 
r Lord * 7 n, recent e the l My Oh 1156 Authy- 
him, p. 230. rity Father,” Fl ' the Son, and | 
n which nSthing more * be underſtood l 
. 8 


| 5 tion of his- Biege Spirit io che "World's 600 Als fe- 


3» Church: moſt humbly Addreſs erp rh the Te 

of Hogs th in che behalf of thoſe who are Confirm d, 
a 5, wack blem with the Holy Ghoſt the 
aſe in them his- wenfld Gifts 
Slow and Underſtanding, the 


— Sp 2 = 


: ca of Conſt 5 1 
ledge and EE 


Spirit wry. 87 Go 
Fear; Ted boly Spi 5 25 be with them, and ſo lead 
them in the Know rand deen of be Word, that in 
the Bud tber 22 — Everlaſting Life. bal | 020 
Ine. doubt but char there 4 many Bleflings | 1 
chat attend this wholſome Ordinance. For how aan 
you fail of a Bleffir when you preſent your ſelves 
upon your knees re God, and the Fathers of his 3 
Church, and the whole: Congregation, and there ſo-  . | 
lembly. take upon | your! ſelves thoſe Sacred Wee nv 
ments, that others made for you in your Minorit ? 
Is not this a Confirmation. om your part, that you corro- 
borate, eſtabliſn, and renew your Baptiſmal Covenant 
in your own Name? And do not you by this ſolemm 
Dedicating and Devoting your ſelves to his Service, 
engage God your Maſter on his Part to confirm the 
Blefings of his Covenant to you? And has he not Au- 
thoriz T and Empowered his peculiar Miniſters, the Su- 
_ - Prem Officers of his Church, to impoſe their Hands up- 
on yon, to beg a Bleſſing for you,” and to aſſure you 
of his Oræe to > affiſe you Nam and of Glory to reward 
vou hereafter, if you go on to Perfection, 7180 perſe- 
vere in thoſe ho 7. e en and Reſolutions whi ich 4 
yon bave made? * 
Is it not a Bleſling that you are no longer Babes Y 
in Qhriſtianity, but ure advance d 0 higher Perfecti- | 4 
one and more manly Improvemen "INE Ce) as the (OE Emif. 
ON NP IP 


rr 


. Holy Gho Sefandenith en 
"© Hub Ghoſt den ith frog r whiell Jo 
Inocency, ſo doth be — eln in C 
an augmentation further Grace, ume. 
Is it not a Bleſling that you are not any l Joni ger toßsd 
to and fro with every. wind of Doctrine, 2 are ſo 
ſettled. in your holy F aith, a8 to rem to Live and 
8 | Die in it? rr 
() Rubric ax Is it nota mighty Beling. ! t thou art made 0 a y ca- 
te end of Con- pable of cõming to God's hh Table, and of receiving 
Fackom — 1 the Bread and Cup of Rleſſing and Salvation? For if 5 
Pra. Lindwood thou comeſt to +. Sacrament beſore thou are Con- 
een. firm d, or deſirous to be ſo, ſtrictly and according 
— ware ag to the Ru'es of that Church, which as a Member thou 
imperf. in art oblig d to obſerve, thou art not an invited Gueſt, 
— — but a bold Intruder. And indeed, what more reaſonable 
in Can. 77. than that, before thou art admitted to ſo Venerable 
_ an. Ordinance, the Church ſhould be fatisfy'd how 
firm. _ thou. haſt behay'd thy ſelf under the Initiatory Sacra- 
„ & ment of Baptiſm ?- And. what more highly requiſite thari 
that thou ſhouldſt give ſame better Aſſurance ofthy being 
a Chriſtian, : than thy being Baptized one? Not but that, 
alas, this Rule of the Church is too much diſregard- 
ed, but if men would make it their Buſineſs to under- 
ſtand. firſt the Nature of their Baptiſmal Vow, before 
they come to God's holy Table to renew it, and al- 
ſo made Solemn and Publiek Profeſſion of it at Con- 
firmation, they would doubtleſs take greater Care more 
| Religiouſly to obſerve it than generally they do. 
If thou Conſidereſt with thy ſelf, what are the-uſus) 
Methods that. God obſerves. in Diſpenſing his Bleſſings, 
thou muſt be convinc'd that nothing does more effe- 
fually entitle thee to them, than thy e enga- 
ing thy ſelf to he his Servant, and tliy ſte dy Perſeve- b 


Ws ens in thoſe holy Pt ihatthou enerſt into at 


1 


— 
=y —_— 
— - = 
= — — : — — 
— — — : 
Clacton LO © 
P - — — ow — . * * * * 2 * — I ** * 
L e Nu * 
1 1 
” 


— 4 ———_ == _ va 
„ * . - — 2 
w- gw 4 8 


3 2 
— — — A ²½ 
Dee 2 — — 
b — - 


* 


OI — 
© - * 
RH = l -”- : — 
— 22 1 
— — — 
— — 
1 wh —— — - 
1 L * 1 r 
* ” 


— 


— 


e 2» ww” GT, 
— = l —— 
n 
——— — 


— 
Aa 
* WF ; 
1 — 
„ thy 
«4 * *> 
' 


fits, ſo neither can I at the cloſe of a Sermon particu- - 


"ty or what reward cat ſt thou rea- 
"> © forably Aa witioat engaging thy ſelf in God's Ser. 
vice? Or what Favour without living in bis Fear? 
Or what Fear doſt thou ſhew if thou declineſt all man- 
ner of occaſions to profeſs thyſelf his Servant, ande to 
pay him thoſe Vows of Homage and Allegiance, which he 
may juſtly expett from thee in the Prime of thy Tear: 
Whereas if thou devoteſt thy felt early to his Service, 
thou haſtall imaginable encouragement to depend up- | 
on him, who has made fo many Gracious and Pre- 
cious Promiſes, that he will be faithful in performing 
them to thee, ir thou art not unfaithful} in PACE 

thoſe which thou madeſt to him. 20 
So that I dare ſay, if a Bleſſing atterids not this Du- 
15 ty of Confirmation, tis only becauſe Adult Per- 

ſons that come to it Fail to qualiſie themſelves as i 

_ ought with that Self- examination and Repentance, and 
thoſe that re Dunger don't ſeriouſly reſolve to be- 
come Chriſtians, or ſtart aſide afterwards from thoſe 
holy Purpoſes and Reſolutions they made. For God 
is faithful, who hach promis d to hear the Prayers f 
his Church, and it muſt be our own Impenitence, Diſ- 
obedienc r and! Unworthineſs, that obſtratts the return | 

of them: | N 4 
- Let menow in the laſt place pres you to this PR pri- „ 
mitive and Apoſtolical a practice from the conſideration / / 72 


of many miſchiefs which we may juſtly impute to the- 
neg'et of it. (4) Mr. Baxter reckons twelve excel- () of cauſ 
tent benefits that attend the Practice, and twenty intol- mation, Prof 
lerable miſchiefs that attend the Neglect of Confirma- *** | 
tion. As I have not had time to infiſt upon all the bene- I 


_ lariy conſider all the miſchiefs. 1 ſhall name but a 11 "7 | 
and e coneclude i, ee EY 
Firſt, From whence ariſe Sal many Sebz lau and Dun 
fene . us? And what] IS it that hath form d ſo ma- 


ny. 


* 2. 


| - i ny e Mertings in cis Kingdom, 
been inſtructed in the Doctrine of our Church, 2 


8 of which they ſo ſolemnly. declar d themſehves 


* Eve. nit, Members. This was that which (6). Cornelius long 


165. into Hereſie, was that he Wanted Epiſcopal, Coen 
1 W mn 


ne nd ignorance, that like an Egyptian darkneſs over- 
ſpreads and poſſeſſes the Common People in fo ſcanda- 


E. je oi ai, Zed of, God-.or Religions are pe 
uid ſibi velint Articuli fidei, Creating them, their Serioun 8 Redeeming 


= Judd - Precatio- dominica, 


o © 77 2 pete, Is not chis a Scandal to Human Nature, that 
4 +" _ when, God. had, made then Men, and endu: 
a wbem wich Rarional Souls then ſhould yet after alt be as 


ignorant, ſtupid and ſenſleſs as Brutes that have no II- 


| | — Nr and innocęnt in their, Lives, and that they do us more 


Ro. nin we to impute this ſo grand ignorance, | but to the ne gli 
gence of Parents and. Sureties in bringing their Children 


5 to be inſtructed in the Fundamentals of Chriſtianity, | 


= and to the want of that Educatiqn in their youth 
which che Church requires before 
. 7 Toft 4 firm d. This I nd is (2) Mr. Calvins Opinion, who 
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* e ' 55 this iv pert of ER en e e 


to Confirmation ? For had ns in their 3 . 

afterwards to be Confirm d in their Baptiimal Vows, 
they would have been aſhamed to have deſerted the 

: 1.6. ago obſerv'd of Næuats, that that which diſpos d him 


Secondly, 'To * can we impute that 0 PS a 5 


. a manner among us, that when they arrive at 
5 ee) ot forty years of ger. and are juſt 


7 Nunc multi ſunt A. droppin Sg; into the Grave, th ey know. . : | : 
qui ne ſomniarine F e, rangers to the ends 8 Of. .God. the. Fat 5 2 


quid Eccleſiz Sacramenu. them, OT. the Holy Ghoſt Sanctifying them 7 | 


® -/ | defſtanding?; If there be any difference between them, 
the Brutes have the Advantage that they are more uſeful 


Yd Service, and God more Honour. 10 what, I ſay * are 


they come to be Con- 


rue) Parner} wind bo each: 
EZ nt Iaftruttion' of their Children ar. 
wards, r corn concern them; und which (- 
 firmatios:wbre duly pratticed) hoy could: not omit 'withour 170 8 
bor nt FATS} SAR! ere SYS 01S SARI 7 558) 
y, Fowhatarewe to maputethar Debauchery ant Fro lane. | 
: ſo common among us more than to-the neglect and diſregard 
Frhis Ordinance? What diſinali Oaths and hideous Execrations - 
pierce ou Ears and very Hearts in the open Streets? How early - 
do little Children devote Themſelves to the Devifs Service for” 
want of their Parents Care td Conſecrate them to God's? Ho- 
"os do they learn to —_ themſelves as ſdon almoſt as they 
can open their Mouths? Lord, what'a mercy is ir that Hell o- 
Pens not het — —— that ſo often and loudly call. 
for it! Such perſuns as theſe were they ever Confitm d? Or had 
. theſe ever the Biſhop's Bleſſing; whoſe mouth is full of Cur- 0 _ 
img and Wickedneſs? 'Fhope not, and for the Honour of Reli- - 
gion I hope they will never have it; until cheir mouths ſpeak . 
aloud-the —. their Maker. But If theſe have been Con- 


fim d. how much greater Scandal is it trat they have forgot 
that ſolemn Pro eſſion of Religion they have made? How much - 
more have they to anfwer for to God and to his Church? It is 
| Pothible indeed to miſcarry-under the beſt proviſions the Church 
ean make but in all rational probability if ever we expect a Ræ- | 
Hanis in this particular, it muſt bè by ſevere correction of 
ſuch Children of Belia/;; and by bringing them and their catelefſss 
Parents to hear Sermdons, tobeinſtrutied in the Grounds and Fun- 
damentals of their Religion, and to underſtand their Baptiſmal 
Vow, and to make open Frofeſſion of it at their Confirmation 
(00. For if the Contents of our Triple Vow were diſtinqty and fully C. 4D Dr. 2 
unfolded ta us ar ſoon as we ey any Knowledge of good and evil, on, L. 4. 
and all the ſeveral branches of Goh, Covenant with ar great care V= 3" 225 5, 
and ſolemnity as oft inculcated, as Moſes commanded the. Law * 
 fhouldbeto the Iſraelites Children, and laſtiy, the Vow it 1 con- 
firm d and ratifyd by our Perſonal Proteſtation in the Sigh . of 
ie Congregation; the ' fear as well of God as r 1 
nen, (in "whoſe. preſence "we made #bre good - profeſfro 2 1 
wal bind many 7 us to more Chriftian Hertha than t beft + 
Fut, as the en dure make fhito 1 as alſo N 

us from many deadly ee ich rom * Ee 
een 20 Sin. e eee f Weser N 
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